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The Sherlock Holmes 
Intertext



Previous Lecture

How audiences create meaning within and 
across several texts

• Intertextuality
• Ideology
• Active Audiences

Today’s question

How different media interact, influencing 
the way we construct discourse and 
culture

• Extensions and amputations
• Transmedia narratives
• Re-mediation



Diagnostic

Take 5 minutes to note down what you 
know about

• Extensions and amputations
• Transmedia narratives
• Re-mediation

Keep your notes with you (we will come 
back to them at the end of the lecture)

EXTENSIONS AND AMPUTATIONS
TRANSMEDIA NARRATIVES

RE-MEDIATION 



EXTENSIONS AND AMPUTATIONS
TRANSMEDIA NARRATIVES

RE-MEDIATION 

Have you signed the register?

Extensions and Amputations
The influence of technology is more crucial than its actual 
media content 
New technologies influence culture 

• they add something  (extension)
• they take something away  (amputation)
• they eventually produce a nostalgic reconstruction

e.g. cars and trains extend the reach of a man walking
BUT

they amputate the practice of walking 
they  change the face of cities

AND
modern leisure practices such as trekking



Sherlock Holmes, gadget man: 
communications

Widespread phone use in London: 1912

First mention of a phone in Conan Doyle’s 
stories: 1890

“Thanks to the telephone and the help of the 
Yard,” says Holmes, “I can usually get my 
essentials without leaving this room”

“Holmes never wrote a letter when a telegram would suffice”

“What’s wrong with the landline?”
“I prefer to text”

“Holmes never wrote a letter when a telegram would suffice”



“When you have eliminated the impossible, 
whatever remains, however improbable, must 
be the truth”

Science: the Extension of (Hu)Man

Modern science: fear, evil, 
danger

“What are the things 
that modern people are 
frightened of?”



EXTENSIONS AND AMPUTATIONS
TRANSMEDIA NARRATIVES

RE-MEDIATION



Transm
edia

Story-telling
“a vast and 
detailed narrative 
space, only a 
fraction of which is 
ever directly seen 
or encountered 
within the text”
(Hills 2002: 137)

“multiple texts …
create a narrative 
so large that it 
cannot be 
contained within a 
single medium.”
(Jenkins 2006: 95)

Narrative spread across several media

How to navigate transmedia narratives? 

Knowledge communities sharing collective 
intelligence

“hunters and gatherers, chasing down bits 
of the story across media channels […] 

collaborating to ensure that everyone who 
invests time and effort will come away with 

a richer entertainment experience.”
(Jenkins 2006: 20-21)

The hive mind



“May I borrow your phone?”

If brother has green ladder…



http://www.thescienceofdeduction.co.uk/



EXTENSIONS AND AMPUTATIONS
TRANSMEDIA NARRATIVES

RE-MEDIATION

Re-mediation
“the representation of one medium in 
another” (45)

• one medium is incorporated or represented in 
another medium

• pervasive and inescapable
• more or less transparent/apparent
• a defining characteristic of the new digital 

media

Analogous to McLuhan’s idea that “the ‘content’ of 
any medium is always another medium.”



Re-mediation and 
Transmediality

“because remediation invariably involves the 
relationship between at least two media, all 
media … could … be seen as transmedia. 

Transmedia storytelling [is] one of the forms 
in which remediation manifests itself in the 
21st century, particularly in … the 
"infotainment" industries.”

(Henry Jenkins/Richard Grusin interview)



Today’s question

How different media interact, influencing 
the way we construct discourse and 
culture

• Extensions and amputations
• Transmedia narratives
• Re-mediation

A final thought

Go back to the notes you made at the beginning of 
this lecture on the key topics discussed: 

• Extensions and amputations
• Transmedia narratives
• Re-mediation

What do you know now that you did not know 
before? Take some time before the workshop 

to gather your ideas and reflect on what you 
learned today—then congratulate themselves 

for a day well spent!



QUESTIONS?

Have you signed the register?


